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XVII.— THE FAMILY OF MAURICE SCEVE. 

One of the earliest members of the important Sceve family 
at Lyons was Henri Sceve, great-grandfather of Maurice 
Sceve, 1 the leading poet of the Lyonnese renaissance. HeDri, 
who was still living in 1471, 2 seems to have had two sons, 
Francois and Leonard. Of Francois, the younger of these 
sons, we learn that about 1480 he suffered considerable 
damage a la barre du pont du Rosne tant pour la mortaMtS, 
gens d'armes, que pour les grans eaues. 3 

In 1493, he possessed des pr6s et des terres labourables in 
the parish of Vaise. Ten years later (1503), he and his son 
were proprietors of the inn Ste-Catherine, which, however, 
was maloustru et mal prouffitant. 4 

Leonard Sceve, who was probably the eldest of the chil- 
dren of Henri, was born in 1425. He married Jeannette 
Lanczot, or Lancot, the daughter of a notary whose office 
he inherited. 5 Furthermore, he received from his wife's 
dowry a house for which he was taxed 5 sous in 1455. 6 
Leonard died in 1468 and left a number of children, among 
whom were the sons Maurice, Pierre, Jean, Michel, and 
Barthelemy, and the daughters Ancelis, who married Antoine 
de Ladoi, Jeanne, who married Michel Vignat, and Per- 
nette, of whom we shall speak later. 7 

1 In his excellent work on Maurice Sctve el la Renaissance lyonnaise (Paris, 
Champion, 1906), M. Baur has failed to supply any new information con- 
cerning the family of the poet. For that reason it! is hoped that the fol- 
lowing notes may he of interest. Compare also my review of the above 
work in the Mod. Lang. Notes (November, 1908, pp. 229-231). 

1 'Archives communaks de Lyon, CC 90. 

'Ibid. , CC 480. * CC 18 and 110. 

b Bibl. nat., Cabinet de Titres, Cabinet de $ Hosier, 311. 

1 Arch, com., CC 74. 

T Cab. de Tilrcs, Pieces originates, 2698. 
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THE FAMILY OP MAURICE SCEVE. 471 

Of Maurice Sceve, the father of the poet, we learn that in 
1493 he and his mother possessed each la tierce partie d'une 
maison haulte, moyenne et basse, avec ung jardin en la rue de 
Bourgneuf. In 1496, he and his brothers were taxed 20 
livres; and four years later, they advanced a large sum for 
the reception of the queen who was soon to visit the city. 1 
Having received the degree of doctor of laws, Maurice Sceve 
pere, was appointed juge-mage of Lyons, a charge that he 
held until 1517. He was elected echevin of Lyons in 1503, 
and again in 1505-06, 1508, .and 1510-11. 2 In 1506, he 
was selected by the city officials to deliver the doctoral 
oration on the day of St-Thomas. When the newly elected 
iehevins were received into their offices, some distinguished 
scholar, usually a Lyonnese, was chosen to deliver an oration 
in Latin in honor of the event. Two years before this, the 
orator selected was Symphorien Champier, the celebrated 
physician. 3 

During the next few years, there is no further mention of 
Maurice Sceve pere, save in the tax-receipts.* In the month 
of January, 1515, Pierre Renouard, Claude Gravier, secre- 
tary of the Consulate, and Maurice Sceve pere, were sent 
by the echevins of Lyons vers le roy Francois I er de ce nom, 
nouvellement venu a la couronne pour /aire le serment defidiliti 
de la ville. These envoys were allowed 1 03' livres to pay the 
expenses of the trip. 8 

From a document of the same year (1515), we learn that 
Maurice Sceve pere, and his wife, Claude Pacot, possessed 
considerable property at Lyons, Ecully, and Anse. Three 

l Arch. com., CC 4 ; 532 ; and 541. 

'Ibid., BB 370 ; CC 568 and 598. 

5 BB 377 ; cf. also Les Oraisons doctorates de la St-Thomas, par A. Bleton, 
Lyon, 1891. 

4 In 1512, he was taxed 14 livres, 9 sols and 7 livres, 4 sols ; in 1513, 13 
livres ; in 1514, 17 livres, 2 sols. CC 116 ; 117 ; 122. 

5 CC627; 628; 632; 641; 644. 
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years later he and the widow of Pierre Sceve, his brother, 
owned landed estates in the parish of Ecully. 1 Maurice 
Sc&ve pere, probably died about 1522. During the years 
1528-29, a Florentine, Julien Nerini, occupied the house 
of the deceased, which was situated in the rue de l'Aumone 
between the mansions of Guillaume Mellier, lieutenant par- 
ticulier of Lyons, a wealthy and prominent lawyer, and 
Andre 1 Dumas, also doctor of laws. 2 

Maurice Sceve pere, left four children, one son and three 
daughters. Of the daughters, Jeanne was married on the 
fourth of May, 1530, to Jean Choul, doct. of laws, son and 
heir of Guichard Choul, doct. of laws, a wealthy citizen of 
Lyons. 3 Sibille became the wife of Jgrdme' Tolome' and left 
two daughters. And finally Claudine, to whom Charles de 
Ste-Marthe addressed an epistle in 1540, was married to 
Mathieu de Vauzelles, one of the celebrated trio of brothers, 
and left two sons, Mathieu and Leonard. 4 

Of the son, Maurice, the poet, it is interesting to 
note that, in 1539, he and Guillaume Mellier, the distin- 
tinguished lawyer, are ordered defaire un gect etform des 
ystoires qu'il conviendra /aire for the entrance into Lyons of 
Hippolyte d'Este, Cardinal of Ferrara, who had just been 
appointed Archbishop of Lyons. This ceremony took place 
the twenty-sixth of February, 1539. 5 

In 1547, Jean de Tournes published an edition of Dante, 
which was prefaced by an epistle addressed al molto ingenioso 

1 CC 22 ; 53. 

2 CC 24 ; 37 ; and cf. Pernetti, I, pp. 317-20. 

3 Cab. de Titres, Carre's de (P Hosier, 583. 

4 Cf. Ste-Marthe's Poesie, Lyon, 1540, p. 157 ; L. de Vauzelles, Notice 
sur Mathieu de Vauzelles, 1870, p. 8 ; Cab. de d'Hoz., 311. In 1563, Henry 
Sceve, contrerolleur ancien pour le Roy, has charge of the property of set chers 
cousins Mathieu et Leonard de Vauzelles, en/ante heritiers de feu Mathieu de 
Vauzelles. CC 1118, etc. 

6 BB58. 
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et dotto M. Mauritio Seeva. In this epistle, dated the twenty- 
fourth of March, 1547, the printer acknowledges his indebt- 
edness to the poet and begs him to act as sponsor for the 
work. 1 

In the same year Philibert de Vienne addressed a sonnet 

to Sceve in his Philosophe de Court ; while in the Temple de 

Chastete~ of Francois Habert, which appeared in the latter 

part of 1547, there is a poem by Maurice Serve (sic), poete 

francoys, demourant a Lyon (fo. F). 

In 1551, Jean de Vauzelles, one of the three well-known 
brothers mentioned above, sent a letter to his friend, Pietro 
Aretino, in which he speaks highly of the emblems in the 
D&ie 2 of Maurice Sceve — i quali, says he, a giuditio mio, 
non posporesti in gran elegantie, inventioni e bei discorsi a 
molti vostri moderni et antichi. Ma, perche le rime nostre 
sono assai difficile a chi non le ha usate, non mi sono altra- 
mente disposto a mandarvene, bench'io non dubito che It giudi- 
caresti degne d'esser italuine per piu gratia? 

In 1556, Francois Habert addressed a huitain to Sceve in 
his Excellence de PoSsie (p. 22) ; and the Erotasmes of Phili- 
bert Bugnyon, published in 1557, contain a quatrain dedi- 
cated to the Lyonnese poet (p. 75). In addition to the 
above, we may mention the acrostic by Sceve in the Divers 
Papportz (p. 273) of E. de Beaulieu. 

To return to the uncles of the poet, we may first consider 
Pierre Sceve, the draper, who occupied, in 1493, a large 
house in the rue de Bourgneuf. He possessed besides des 
maisons, vignes, terres et prSs in the parishes of St-Didier, St- 

1 II Dante, // Con argomenti, & deckiaratio- / ne de molti luoghi, nwmamen- j et 
reuUto, & stampato. / In Lione, j Per Oiouan di Tournes. / 1547. In-16 of 539 
pp. Bibl. nat. Yd., 2117. Cf. pp. 3-4. Cf. also Picot, Lea Francais italia- 
nisants auXVI e siicle, Paris, 1906, I, pp. 171-2. 

2 Lyon, Sulpice Sabon, 1544, in 8°. 

* Lettere seritte a P. Aretino, Bologna, 1874, II, ii, p. 328 ; cf. also Picot, 
Ibid., i, pp. 156-7. 
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Cyr-au-Mont-d'Or and Ecully. His total tax for the year 
amounted to the handsome sum of 182 livres 15 sols. Pierre 
died sometime before 151 8. 1 His son, Pierre Sceve, was 
elected ichevin of Lyons in 1544, and again in 1546, 1549, 

1551, 1554, 1557, 1559, 1561 and 1562. 2 In 1548, he was 
elected commis a la recepte, or treasurer, of the Aulmosne 
gene'ralle, a position that he filled for a number of years. In 

1552, he and his wife, Clemence, were reimbursed for a large 
sum of money loaned to the city in 1542. At Christmas, 
1556, Pierre Sceve and several other echevins gave their 
entire salaries for the two preceding years to the Hospital of 
the Pont du Rhdne. 3 The following year Charles Fontaine 
addressed some laudatory verses to Pierre Sceve in the Ode 
de I'AntiquiM et Excellence de la Ville de Lyon.* 

Another uncle of the poet, Maurice, was Jean Sceve, a 
merchant of Lyons, who became seigneur de Montelier. In 
1510, he was elected ichevin of Lyons. The tax-receipts 
for 1513 show that he and his son-in-law, Jean Coyaud, 
owned considerable property at Chasselay. 5 The following 
year, 1514, the echevins of Lyons returned to him more than 
13,757 livres, which he had loaned to the city at various 
times. Jean Scfeve died before 1518, leaving property at 
Chasselay, St-Didier, and elsewhere. 6 It appears that he 
left a son, Jean Sceve, who became prieur de Montrottier in 
1559, succeeding Jean de Vauzelles. During the same 

1 It is possible that Guillaume Sceve, the wealthy Latin poet, was a son 
of Pierre. Cf. also CC 12 ; 53. 

8 BB 370 ; CC 972, 996, 1085, etc. 

'CC986; 1010; 1035. 

4 Baudrier, BMiographie lyonnaise, II, p. 27. In 1 597, there was a 
president et lieutenant- general en la sinichaussee de Lyon by the name of Pierre 
de Sceve. B 328. 

6 BB370; CC 119. Jean Coyaud loaned 20 livres for the ransom of 
Francois I er in 1529, but died before 1535, when the sum was returned to 
his widow, Antonie Sceve. CC 871. 

«CC117; 55; 56, etc. 
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year Jean Sceve published La Buine et Tribuchement de 
Mars, Dieu des Guerriers, which contained a short eulogy 
of the Cardinal of Lorraine. 1 He died early in 1560 ; and 
on the fourteenth of July of that year, his property was 
divided between the brothers, Pierre Sceve, seigneur de 
Montelier, Jean Sceve, seigneur de St-Andr6, and Antoine 
Sceve. 2 

Of the two remaining uncles of the poet, we know first 
that Michel was appointed royal tax-collector in July, 1512, 
at a salary of 300 livres. He died the following year, leaving 
his widow, Louise de Ville, and his children creditors of the 
city of Lyons to the extent of 467 livres which he had con- 
tributed for its defense. 3 And finally, Barthelemy was 
appointed tax-collector in June, 1524. In 1527, he and 
several others were reimbursed for the sum of 9000 livres, 
loaned to the city in May, 1522. 4 

Pernette Sceve, one of the aunts of the poet, was already 
widow of the eapitaine des vaehes, Brognon, in 1493. During 
that year, she sold two houses and a garden in Lyons to Jean 
de St-Romain, sgr. de Vaurys. In addition to other prop- 
erty, she owned a large house between the gates of Pierre- 
Seize and Bourgneuf, du cousU de la montaigne de Fourvi&res, 
which the former treasurer and receiver of the city, Alardin 
Varinier, had bequeathed to her. She was still living in 
1514. 3 

John L. Gebig. 



1 Lyon, Jean Saugrain, 1559, in 4to, Bibl. de Versailles, E 416c ; Goujet, 
Biblioih. francaise, xi, p. 451 ; Picot, Ibid., I, p. 159. 

* Carres de <VHoz., 583. The Jean de ScSve, sgr. de Froment et de Flech- 
i&res, eonseiUer du Roi, receveur-general de ses finances, echevin de Lyon, to 
whom Claude de Rubys addressed in 1603 the avant-propos of his Histoire 
veritable de la ville de Lyon (fo. 6) is possibly the seigneur de St-Andremen- 
tioned above. Baudrier, Bibl. lyon., I, 311. 

a CC 116 ; 117 ; 253 ; 321, etc. 

*CC 116 ; 117 ; 253 ; 321, etc.; 261 ; 263 ; 748. 

* CC 12 ; 321; 322, etc. 



